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*. “Germanic god. \ iss ie 


= ‘as a icind of Sun King ac-., 
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<4) In more or less documen- 


“42 brand Marx a wicked revolu- "will never make. professor, 
as a sycophantic civil servant: 
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hard enough io get a laugh’ 
out of Karl Macx, especially . 
in East Berlin, where the rul- , 


1 But Ginthers Rilcker, a: 
young East German. play \ 
“Wright has. His vehicle is 
"Der Herr Schmidt,” a satire 
on the first political trial of * 
Communists, which took placa . 
in Colonie in 1852 on_the 
‘orders of King Friedrich Wil- 
‘helm iV of Prussia. — . 
' The play has been pack , 
ling-in audiences at the | 
;Deutsches Theater since its. 
‘premiere carly in February. 
i oMr. Riicker subtitled his 
Ipioce, “A German Spectacle 
(With Police and Music,” and, 
indced, the fumbling of Prus- 
sian police spies and their : 
_ agent-provocateurs—~a Ger- , 
man version of the Keystone .., 
‘Kops—provide some of the .° 
play's funniest scenes. Their’. | 
antics are underlined by an. 
oompah-oompah score come .. 
posed by Siegfried Matthus.° 
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‘companies the program, + Sketch accompanying: program of “Der Herr. Schratdt.” ‘Brom left: Wilhelm Stieber, 
rhe dominant figure of, the’. sycophantic civil serviant; King Wilhelm IV;"King Wilhelm if; Adolf Hitler, and Franz 
Josef Strauss, West German Defense Minister, ‘Karl Marx is depicted'as sun. Linc beiow 
heard on stage, Marx was at group, says, “Sticher’s Pack, Down to the Present.”, Satire being presented in East Berlin. « 
that time a political exile in ryyseum.” Interrogated on 442i os 7 Pree tee } tangata Er Fails dakal 
London. Cwhether he has learned about, + eae pagina : 
‘tary fashion, Mr. Rucker re- "any - revolutionary _ plots, 
‘counts how the infantile Prus- ‘Hirsch says that Marx {s a’). 
‘sian monarch conspires to | “German philosopher who 


\.-tionary ‘and get him and hiSand if that isn't enough to : 
S accompuces extradited FOM drive a German. intellectual : 
ve todvich Wilhelm selects | to the barricades, nothing ~ 
i" Friedrich Wt i will.” But he has no plot to 
: ee 

: Wilhelm Stieber, to carry out,, report, and not even the “se. | 
t Maula Stieber had gained cret protocol of the Marx: 
This attention by helping to, party” discloses anything in--! 
put down the revolt of Sile>, criminating. . 
‘sian weavers a few years be-: _Disappointed, Stieber takes’) 
ifore, during which he “inter- is seen or Earn 
. ” a 
vet rea front teeth” out 1 5, Paris with a new scheme, : 
of a striker, =...  Recasting the forger Hirsch, 
Stieber begins ils -anti-( as Cherval (both names mean:} 


‘including an amnestied mas- ito Cologne for trial to turn: 


“ter forger named Hirsch, :“state's evidence.” e 
They travel to London 20 You" Gitoen roca and en 
A iw : L ‘ 
on: "the Marx party, with | Marx's own “Revelations - 


likely alias Here Schmidt. ; Trial at Cologne.” 


iNever Make Professor’ !. But unlike his mentor, Mri... 
‘Ricker aims for the laughs,-4+ +. °° 


The fun-poking Marx ner and on the way he takes dar- 
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penetrates the Coramunist in. German, Democratic Republic: « 
‘ner circle. He reports to the current Socialist Reallst 
Stieber that Marx has “s, mania for painting portraits, + 


boil’ on his potpprened! Pome lee Serie vO sot) 43 


sitting too long in the British ‘bricht's native Saxony... ,.y:. 
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